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April 6, 2022

Dear Amherst Families,

On Monday, April 11 our spring break starts and we hope you and your family use the week off to relax
and renew. As I have done with each break this school year, I want to encourage you to take advantage
of our ample supply of COVID-19 Rapid Antigen test kits and use it to screen your child prior to
returning to school on Monday, April 18 and then again three days later.

We continue to receive testing kits on a regular basis and we distribute those to our buildings. If your
child is unvaccinated, we have enough test kits to accommodate you if you want to implement a weekly
screening routine within your household.

If you need test kits, call your building office before the end of the day on Friday, April 8 to either pick
one up or have it sent home with your child.

We suggest testing your child at the following intervals: on the evening of Sunday, April 17 prior to
returning to school on Monday and again the evening of Wednesday, April 20. The at-home testing is
voluntary and is not a requirement for returning to school after break.

For all students, regardless of vaccination status, if they develop symptoms, keep them home and get
them tested. Upon return to school after break, we will continue to offer diagnostic testing for
symptomatic students, either through parental consent in the nurse's office during the school day or
through appointment at our evening diagnostic clinic at the high school. Please note that during the
week of April 11-15 the diagnostic testing lab will not be open.

If our community continues to test regularly, monitor symptoms and keep sick kids home, we can
continue to maintain a healthy, in-person learning environment with no mask restrictions.

Again, enjoy your spring break.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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